BETWEEN HfiBERTISTS AND DANTONISTS
ally of Hebert. He saved the Hebertist Boulanger. The
latter had been at the Cordelier meeting when Hebert
had made his call to action. He had encouraged Hebert,
saying that he and others were ready to strike the blow.
But when his name was included with those who were
to be arrested, Robespierre demanded that it be
stricken out. "When a man has always acted with cour-
age and patriotism, I demand more convincing proof
than that before I believe him to be a traitor", he had
said. Boulanger was not molested. Why did Robes-
pierre not do the same for his boyhood friend?
Assuredly he did not want him to die. He had de-
fended him over and over again and had braved the
fury of the Hebertists to get him reinstated at the
Club. The answer to this historical and psychological
enigma can be found in Robespierre's relations with
Saint-Just.
It was told about Saint-Just that when he was with
the army of the Rhine, he came early one morning into
a camp he had not yet visited. From one of the tents a
partly dressed young man came running and threw
himself into his arms. It was a boyhood friend. Now,
Saint-Just had issued an order that all officers and men
were to sleep fully dressed, ready for battle. So, having
returned his friend's embrace, he told him that much
as he loved him, he yet welcomed the opportunity to
prove to the army that he played no favourites when it
came to serving his country. He thereupon ordered his
friend to be shot.
The incident never happened, but the fact that the
story was told and believed throws light upon Saint-
Just's character. He was a Spartan. He despised Des-
moulins, who was an Athenian. "I despise him. I have
read his heart and he fears lest I betray him", he wrote
concerning him in an early unsent letter. Desmoulins
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